
Guidelines for the Determination of 
Brain Death in Infants and Children



DEFINITION OF BRAIN DEATH
(Term Newborns 37 Weeks Gestational Age to 

Children 18 Years of Age)

Brain death is a clinical diagnosis based on the 
absence of neurologic function with a known 
diagnosis that has resulted in irreversible coma. diagnosis that has resulted in irreversible coma. 
Coma and apnea must coexist to diagnose brain 
death.



Determination of brain death by neurologic 
examination should be performed in the setting 
of normal age-appropriate physiologic 
parameters. Factors potentially influencing the 
neurologic examination that must be corrected neurologic examination that must be corrected 
prior to examination and apnea testing include:

• Shock or persistent hypotension.

• Hypothermia.

• Severe metabolic disturbances.



Checklist for Documentation of Brain 
Death





















• Declaration of Death (for All Age Groups) :Death is 
declared after the second neurologic examination and 
apnea test confirm an unchanged and irreversible 
condition. An algorithm provides recommendations 
for the process of diagnosing brain death in children. for the process of diagnosing brain death in children. 
When ancillary studies are used, documentation of 
components from the second clinical examination that 
can be completed, including a second apnea test, must 
remain consistent with brain death. All aspects of the 
clinical examination, including the apnea test, or 
ancillary studies must be appropriately documented. 
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